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Medical Treatment of End-stage Canine Otitis Externa
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Abstract : A 8-year-old castrated male Shit-tzu dog was presented with chronic, severe and recurrent
bilateral otitis externa. Clinical signs were stenosis, swelling, severe discharges from external auditory canal
and pruritus of the ear. A diagnosis of the patient was made based on history taking, physical
examination, otoscopic examination, cytological examination and radiography. The dog was diagnosed to
end-stage otitis externa and followed by treatment with systemic cyclosporine administration and topical
solution. Clinical symptoms were resolved after 4 weeks cyclosporine therapy.
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Fig. 1. Clinical feature of Shih-tzu dog. Severe
purulent, odorous discharge from the ear
canal. Lichenification of pinna(left).
Swelling, bleeding and pruritus of both
interdigital space(right).
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Fig. 2. Dorsoventral view of the skull radiograph.
Both ear canals are stenosis and decrease
the air opacity of ear canal.
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Fig. 3. After cyclosporine treatment, clinical features
of ear pinna and interdigital space.
Decreased pruritus, swelling and

inflammation within the ear canal and no

discharge from the ear(left). Decreased
swelling, pain, bleeding and pruritus of the

interdigital space(right).
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