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Surgical Treatment of
Peritoneopericardial Diaphragmatic Hernia in 2 Cats

Young Min Yoon and Seong Mok Jeong*

Research Institute of Veterinary Medicine and College of Veterinary Medicine
Chungnam National University, Daejeon 3050-764, Korea

Abstract : Two cats (5 vears, intact female, Turkish Angora (casel) & 1 year, intact female, Persian
Chinchinra (case?)) admitted with the history of cardiac abnormality. Two cats had the history of
panting and increased respiratory rate. On physical examination, they had panting and right muffled
heart sound. Thoracic radiography revealed increased cardiac silhouette, dorsal deviation of trachea,
cylindric gas superimposition in cardiac silhouette, convex projection of the caudal cardiac silhouette, and
confluent silhouette between heart and diaphragm. In ultrasonography, abdominal viscera in pericardial
sac were shown in two cats. They were diagnosed as peritoneopericardial diaphragmatic hernia (PPDH)
based on diagnostic imaging examination. Herniorrhaphies and close perioperative care were performed
for prevention of postoperative complication in two cats. PPDH in two cats were succesfully treated
without postoperative complication.
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Fig 1. Right lateral thoracic radiography in case 1.
Large and round cardiac silhouette, dorsal deviation
of trachea and cylindric gas superimposition in right
cranial aspect of cardiac silhouette are observed.

Fig 2. Intraoperative photograph in case 2. Note
the liver in the pericardial sac through rent.



Fig 3. Postoperative radiograph on 1 day after surgery in case 1. Right lateral (A) and ventrodorsal (B)

radiographs of thorax. Cardiac silhouette is clearly seen. Heart and diaphragmatic border is clearly

divided.
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