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Long-term Management of Canine Atopic Dermatitis
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Abstract : A 7-year-old male castrated Shih—tzu dog was referred to the Veterinary Medical Teaching
Hospital of Chungnam National University for severe pruritus. On physical examination were confirmed

systemic erythema and alopecia, crust on the neck and flank region. Tape strip test identified mumerous

degenerative neutrophils and severe Mualassezia infection. Treatment for severe pruritus was applied with

systemic antthistamine therapy and topical therapy with antimicrobial shampoos. For the finding of

appropriate treatment of atopic dermatitis, it was chosen six immune-related treatments. And clinical sign

scores were evaluated by investigator with CADESI-03 after each application of six treatments.

Application of human immunoglobulin G and leflunomide showed the remarkable regression of lesions.
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Fig 1. Physical examination and skin examination. (A) Systemic erythema and alopecia, (B)Erythema,
alopecia, crust of 1t. fore limb, (C)Numerous degenerative neutrophils, (D)Severe Malassezia infection



Table 1. Results of canine atopic dermatitis extent and severity index (CADESI) scores before and after

six treatments

. CADESI Reduction rate

Dose Duration Before Afier %)

Leflunomide 4mg/kg SID HSweeks 192 i) -60.9
Immunoglobulin 20g/kg IV 3months 289 119 -58.8
Prednisolone 0.5mg/kg BID 3months 281 221 -21.3
Cyclosporine bmg/kg SID 6months 221 289 +30.7
Immunotherapy Df, Dp days 2006 281 +36.4
Methotrexate 0.06mg/kg EOD Aweeks 127 174 +37.0
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